
A History of Chipmunk Creek Off-Road Riding Area

The Greater Vancouver Motorcycle Club has been organizing off-road events and maintaining 
trails in the Chilliwack River area since the 1970’s. Based for years at the Tamahi Creek Forest 
Service campsite, we had a network of trails and FSR’s of over 200 km from Vedder Mountain 
to Bridal Falls and back. Today, both Vedder Mountain and Chipmunk Creek are recognized off-
road riding areas, with Tamahi gaining recognition as an ATV and dual sport riding area.

By the mid 1980’s, there were increasing complaints from fishermen, kayakers, rafters and local 
residents about the noise and traffic at the annual Piston Run race, which was held in the Tamahi 
area, often right out of the campsite. Ministry of Forests Recreation Officer Frank Ullmann and 
GVMC Executive member Bob Carey were instrumental in getting the Chipmunk Creek area 
designated as a riding area. It was closed to fishing, and not seen as popular with other current 
user groups.

The BC Motorcycle Federation, under the leadership of Bob Carey, arranged for labour through 
a Federal Manpower plan, to construct several miles of trails. Since Forestry did not have 
sufficient funds to build the campsite, the BCMF arranged for financing through the Ministry of 
Environment and Parks. In the fall of 1987, the Chipmunk Peninsula campsite was opened. It 
took several more years of volunteer labour before there were enough trails for a decent day’s 
ride. Much of the work was done by GVMC members, but Team Grizzly and Errol Borsky 
contributed many classic trails.

The BC Off Road Motorcycle Association would take over the role of the retired BCMF. 
Funding was made available for GPS’ing the trail system, which was then put on the official 
Forestry maps. A standardized system of trail markings, using fibreglass stakes, was set up and 
funded through BCORMA. In 2010, they were also instrumental in getting the new Rapids 
Campsite built, complete with a 1.2 km kid’s motorcycle training loop.

Chris Carey, a GVMC member like his father, has been the driving force behind the Piston Run 
race, now in its 63nd year. The trails cleared for the race are available the rest of the year for 
casual and recreational riders. Trails are maintained by volunteers at various times throughout 
the year. The Chipmunk Creek Off-Road area boasts some 60 km of single track through 
beautiful coastal rainforest, with some stunning views of local mountains. It is a legacy to be 
cherished, protected and continually improved upon.   


